BAND OLYMPIC PROGRAMME


GRADE SEVEN WIND and BRASS


Extention Qualifications





Congratulations on your achievement!  It is your hard work and dedication that has made this year such a great success.  These BOPs will prepare you for next year, and will make you more ready to reach %100 in grade 8!!





1.		           MINOR SCALES


	Minor scales give the composer a new range of notes and emotions to apply to their compositions.  The natural G minor scale includes the characteristic minor third, but also includes a minor sixth as a result of its key signature of two flats (B flat, E flat).  The Harmonic Minor has a raised seventh ascending and descending (F sharp), while the Melodic Minor raises the sixth and seventh ascending (E natural and F sharp, not E flat and F natural as in the Natural Minor), and lowers the sixth and seventh descending (so that it sounds like the natural minor descending!).





Perform the G natural Minor scale and G Harmonic Minor scale and the C natural Minor scale and the C Harmonic Minor in the method book (Standard of Excellend Vol. 2 - Blue) in quarter notes, at a speed of one quarter note per second, using legato tongue.  The scales must be memorized. 





Award:  Perform by memory #23, #24, #46, #47 in the blue method book.  Be prepared to answer questions about the difference between the Natural, Harmonic and Melodic Minor scales. 





Ontario Curriculum Expectation: Identify and perform the major (and minor) scale in keys that they encounter in music they sing or play.   M8S2


Proposed date:                                                 








2.		           TECHNIQUE CHALLENGER


	Perfecting this study will take patience and good work habits.  Studies are technical pieces that focus on different aspects of technique, musicianship and ones understanding of their instrument.  These technical exercises involves articulation, tempo indications, dynamics, understanding of key signatures, and a complete understanding of repeats.  Always think of what a study is trying to teach (technically speaking), while always bringing out the musical side of your playing





Award: Perform # 27 (Turning you Loose) and #13 (Knucklebuster) in the Blue Standard of Excellence Method Book.





Ontario Curriculum Expectation: Play or sing music with appropriate articulation and phrasing.   M8S5 Demonstrate understanding of the markings and Italian terms for dynamics, tempo, articulation, and phrasing in the music they play or sing.   M8S7  
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3.		           SIXTEENTH/DOTTED EIGHTH NOTE COMBINATION


	In BOP # 15 in the Grade 7 programme, you were introduced to the idea of sub-dividing the beats.  By dividing the main beats of music, as a musician you have a better chance of accurately placing eighth notes and sixteenth notes within the beat.  





Award:  #107, #109   Be sure be extremely accurate in performing the rhythms accurately.  Start your work on #107 by clapping the rhythm, clapping each bar several times until each bar is perfect.  The next step is to put the pieces together by clapping bar 1 and 2 until perfect, then bars 1,2 and 3 until perfect etc.  Finally, apply this same technique while playing on your instrument.  You must tap your foot in quarter notes to achieve this award.





Ontario Curriculum Expectation: Read music appropriate for this grade, showing their understanding of the necessary aspects of notation (e.g. clefs, key signatures).   M8S1  Play music with appropriate articulation and phrasing.   M8S3
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4.		           MELODY


	As you practice the following melodies, find the phrases.  Imagine what the melody would sound like being sung.  The ends of phrases are logical spots to breathe (remember that a phrase is like a musical sentence).  If you look at the piece in it’s entirety, count the total number of bars, visually you can see where the rise and fall in the music is, and where the phrasing should be!





family feedback:




















Award:  #42 in your blue Standard of Excellence (bk. 2) book, and #53.  Concentrate on using a sustained air stream, with correct phrasing.  Fluent knowledge of fingerings will be necessary for a successful performance.  Tap a steady beat, and use good posture.





Ontario Curriculum Expectation:  Play expressively pieces in various styles.   M8S11  Play or sing music with appropriate articulation and phrasing.   M8S5 Demonstrate understanding of the markings and Italian terms for dynamics, tempo, articulation, and phrasing in the music they play or sing.   M8S7
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